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Susan Auler named Finalist for Texas Business Woman of the Year 
Presented by  Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Texas

AUSTIN, TX (Sept. 22, 2011) – Susan Auler, Co-Owner of Fall Creek Vineyards was named yesterday as one of the top three finalists for Texas Business of the Year (TBOY) presented by the Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Texas. The TBOY award is the most prestigious accolade that a Texas business woman can receive. Ms. Auler is one of the first Austin finalists in years. 

“I’m honored beyond belief,” Auler said. “There are so many women who have blazed trails and transformed the landscape of business who go unrecognized. To receive this kind of accolade from an organization that represents such a broad and strong array of businesswomen is truly humbling.” Texas is a leader in women-owned companies; second in the nation with more than 625,000 and sales of $222 billion.

The TBOY Award celebrates remarkable Texas women who personify professional excellence, recognizing their outstanding accomplishments and contributions. The nomination as a finalist puts Ms. Auler in good company with former finalists (and subsequent winners) including Southwest Airlines President Colleen Barrett, Curves International Founder Diane Heavin, Shell Oil President and CEO Lynn Elsenhans, Tuesday Morning President CEO Kathleen Mason and One Minute Manicure Founder and CEO Rosie Herman.

Ms. Auler broke the glass ceiling around 20 years ago as one of the few female winery owners in the United States and the first female winery co-owner in Texas in addition to co-founding the Texas Hill Country Wine and Food Festival which has just become Texas Food & Wine Festival/partnership with Food & Wine magazine. She took the lead in establishing the Texas Hill Country as an official AVA (American Viticultural Area), which is the 2nd largest AVA in the country, behind Napa Valley. 

The TBOY award will be presented at the Chamber’s Annual Money and Power Conference October 6th and 7th. The conference is a high-energy forum of ideas with celebrity panel discussions, workshops, and exhibits. There will be a special reception for the TBOY finalists on October 6th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Neiman Marcus in the Domain, and the conference on October 7th from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Both the reception and the conference are open to the public, registration information can be found at www.womenschamberoftexas.org. 
The Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Texas was founded in the late 1980s by a dozen or so farsighted women who envisioned a business organization focused on economic empowerment for women. They searched for models but discovered only a handful of women’s chambers nationwide. Most were civic groups affiliated with metro chambers; none had a statewide focus.




About Fall Creek
Fall Creek Vineyards is centrally located on the northwest shores of beautiful Lake Buchanan  at Tow, Texas, in the Hill Country and is open to the public every day.  Visitors enter the spectacular winery property down an allée of Cyprus trees and are greeted by an inviting courtyard ensconced by classical architecture.  In the tasting room and gift shop with gourmet food bar, staff cordially invite guests to tour, taste and relax on the courtyard savoring the many acclaimed, hand sculptured wines:  Chardonnay, Caché, Viognier, Chenin Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, the acclaimed Meritus, newly released Tempranillo and others.  Please feel free to contact us: (325)379-5361 / 1820 C R 2241/222 off Hwy 29 in Tow, Texas or www.fcv.com. Open:  Mon – Fri, 11 to 4; Sat, 11 to 5; Sun, noon to 4.            
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